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Wholesome Sweeteners Makes 

Fair Trade Sweeter

Company launches Sweet & Fair line of organic sweeteners -

first U.S. Fair Trade Certified sugars on market

SUGAR LAND, Texas, Sep. 1, 2005 – Continuing its commitment to “Green,” Wholesome Sweeteners, the category leader for Organic and Natural Sweeteners, will announce at the Natural Products Expo East this September that its line of organic sweeteners will be the first U.S. Fair Trade Certified™ sugars on the market, guaranteeing a better deal for sugar cane farmers in the developing world. 
Most imported sugar cane is grown by impoverished farmers in Central and South America, and Africa who are subject to a declining world market price, environmental degradation, and hazardous working conditions. Fair Trade certification ensures that sugar cane farmers receive a fair price for their harvest and that farmers and their families receive a better income for their hard work - allowing them to hold on to their land, keep their kids in school, and invest in the quality of their harvest.

“We have always been extremely proud of our record of sourcing the finest quality cane sugars from the best environmentally and socially responsible producers,” said Nigel Willerton, CEO of Wholesome Sweeteners. “The decision to Fair Trade certify our line of organic sugars comes from our company’s commitment to make a powerful difference in our community, and the world, with every spoonful of sugar.”

The large amounts of herbicides and pesticides commonly sprayed on the sugar cane, as well as the burning and processing of sugar crops, can cause serious pollution of the ground, waterways and the air. On Fair Trade farms, producers must adhere to strict standards regarding the use and handling of pesticides, the protection of natural waters, virgin forest and other ecosystems of high ecological value, and the management of erosion and waste. Selling at Fair Trade prices enables small sugar farmers to pay for organic certification and training in sustainable agriculture techniques. 
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TransFair is a non-profit organization that is the only independent, third party certifier of Fair Trade products in the United States. The Fair Trade label guarantees consumers that farmers directly receive a fair price for their produce, allowing them to enjoy a higher living standard, which leads to thriving communities and protection of their sustainable farming practices. 

“Wholesome Sweeteners Organic Sugars join the rapidly growing number of Fair Trade Certified products on the U.S. market, including coffee, tea, chocolate, bananas and now sugar,” said Paul Rice, president and CEO of TransFair USA. “Wholesome Sweeteners is the leading supplier of organic and natural sugars in North America and we are thrilled the company has chosen to certify its products to meet the growing public demand for products with a social conscience.”

In Europe, demand for Fair Trade Certified sugar expanded by roughly 220% in 2003, from 650 tons to 1430 tons, according to TransFair USA. Wholesome Sweeteners launch of the first U.S. Fair Trade Certified sugar this summer represents a new direction in the growth of Fair Trade products and relationships. Consumer demand for socially responsible goods, including Fair Trade Certified products, is rising. An all-time high of 91% of Americans say they are likely to switch brands to help support a cause, when price and quality are equal. Fair Trade Certified, the most consumer-recognized label of social responsibility, is becoming an invaluable asset to businesses across the country.

Wholesome Sweeteners offers a full line of certified organic sugars, all produced from sugar cane, in a variety of formats including crystals, quick-dissolving granules, liquids and powders.  The sugars can be found in most leading grocery store chains, natural and organic food stores as well as specialty gourmet shops.
###

About Wholesome Sweeteners
Sugar Land-based Wholesome Sweeteners supplies only the finest organic and natural products from socially and environmentally responsible manufacturers.  Wholesome Sweeteners’ sugars, produced from certified organic sugar cane, are the best selling range of organic sugars in the USA and Canada. More information can be obtained at www.OrganicSugars.biz, or by calling 1-800-680-1896.

